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Examinationof o semi=official provis manuel on the vehid |
cle and im:err%atinn of a Germmn enpineer Andicate that the Germans Q)\
had develop Panther "UP" Tank '(I’anzﬁféohchtimgs agen #’mthari\\
based on the Vanther Tank aodel Do hicle was reportadly  -XP
eguipp;d@th— a dunmy 7¢6 em gun and ehield to tha right of -
was ml@ﬂd a 11Go34 machine ,us irkh vell mountinge All=round<)
traverse of the turret was provided and a orew of four was cﬁadg
Ilﬁrm‘ts mounted in the vehiuwle included a 125 om base vahi@-
g. er, an olaborate automatid plotting board, azimuth Lors, a
4Z}ratrautable turret observa periscope end a commanddy'® periscope

as subsequent correcti vased on observation of fé_?e, could be
moasured and transmi to tenks, self-propelled<pnd field guns in
communication with ghe OP Tank. g2
\N ’
Although 5 reports have been reoe;ysdoregarding the, uss of Q
this Pmtha‘r%?"fmk by the Germuns, Panthpr comwnder®s tanks S\(‘
mounting t{b b on KwoK,42 were encounpdroed in action:in I Burops,P

o) <
xﬁia attached report inpludeo@hotographs showing fire q_u_%?él
instybments and internal stowmge gemgrts in the Panthar @\ anle
Th gport will be of special interest to (.C.0. Detrolt, red
ﬁlole Branch of AGF, Op & Resoarch and Development Bervice,

rimored Board and Moreign Latériel Iranch of Aberdesen l{@ ing Ground.
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& The following information on a Panzer Bsobachtungs Wegen (F
. taken partly from an undated semi-official provisional
published by RHEIN{ETALI~BORSIC and ps y a prelimina

The vehicle deseribed is g;h on the mnes@ of Panther

(Model D), It is equipped withea'duwmy 7.5 cm gun tlet, but has an
M.G, 3 to the right of the aw
plate. The turret can be
electrically fired smoke

aversed through 3609 fitted with
etors as on the ear thers. §,
The crew a
operator and driver).
* in the offside
likely' The M,

consist of fi (commander, obsa%fa-‘ s W/T
is possible thaﬁim nd W/T operator is located
the vehicle, thm% s is not co to be
presumably opera‘@\ the W/T opera e observer,
So 1 is lknowm, thisids the first detailed ormation to be

received Panther "OP" tank ugh Panther con 's tanks mounting
7.5 em K s have been enc% ed in action and @ oned in official

Gemn&c ts.

. The German doct describing the "

; Qanlc is mainly of interest
in it includes some tographs s

control instruments and
ced at the end of this repor
ilon is poor, but is the best:

5

switches and ons based on observation of fall of shot
to tank, S.P

tank, N

 The dummy main ammament and mantlet are constructed of welded
O tal. The gun is bolted to the mantlet which is bolted to the front the

e T truments in this @1@3 can measure original gun range and
we
ssion ¢1ld guns in communication with the "Op"

turret. The mantlet only extends across about one third of the “Front.
’O& The ,G, 34 is mounted in a ball mownting in the turre plate
s to the right of the dummy main armament. Tt is sighted by me the
< standard M.G, sighting telescope KZF 2 (magnification x 1.8) e .G, can
~

be traversed 5° left and right and has a maximum depressi £ - 10° and

, Clevation of + 15°.  An M.P.LO is carried loose in the.\ s together
with one signal pistol. :

c
&
" 3. _ Optical instruments ;

The vehicle is equipped with the foll@ng optical inst -

@ -y
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'ebasertmgeﬁnderEn‘l 25 m
cbservation periscope TBF 2 (Turmbecbachtungsfernrohr)

' one spare

(gommander s periscope TSR 1 and one spare
gscissors telescope

(\ AnMG. pight KZF 2 and one spare

A'T

1
¢ rangefinder Em 1.25 m is located at the front of the turret and \§
are vision slots on either side of the turret front plate for tho 0

’Q&natmant. These slots can be closed by hinged cover plates from

- within the turret (see Plates 2, 3 and 4). The rangefinder is bolt
to plates welded to the turret roof plate.

There is armour protection behind the vision slots in the Al

front plate (see Plate 4) which can he dd:gma
has to be installed or removed. e graticules on the

be illuminated for use by night (sd ’ for nde {S

by Zeiss. .
{(b) The turret observation iscope TEF 2 is moun the oen‘bre of
the turret (see Plate 8) i 11 mounting in of plate. @

be raised or lowered % ins.  When the lowerad
position the opening
hirtged cover plate

of above the peris€ope can be closed
te 8). It can% traversed. through

Y,
Two adjusting screws to the front ¢ ft of the periscope enable
it to be tilt pugh 10°. ~ The p pe can be el any

required positi

(e) A TS a scissors tal&&!% is mounted in an@dustable bracket
at the of the cmmnder@ upola (sec Plate @

\‘(‘@ Azimuth imioat%@ @?Q

ou}?-\ truments Q, (:)%

Both 'hh,e COnuns
indicators to sh

mander and the observ e provided with azimuth

A he amount the tuxretlis traversed off the centre
line of the / The cmﬂer‘& of the normal tank pattern (see
Plate 10) Mhe indicator provi or the observer is located in the .
front of % turret just below(th& centre of the rangefinder (see Plates
It has two dials he left hand dial has an immer scale

to 12 and an outer scale graduated in

. This dial is used for obteining a rough «;§

ds of mils from _

" ng only. A mr\é( ise reading can be obtained by using the
«: t ha.nd dial which has an outer scale graduated in mils from O to 1
an inner correction disc used for concentrating the fire of a numb
of different guns on one point. ?b

Presumably when a target is sighted, the turret is travers
the commander is a.b}a to lay on the target with the aid of the
vane on the cupola.” The observer should by then be able to pi
the target and lay accurately. \

(b) Plotting Board - Blockstelle O

An elaborate automatic plotting board made by Ago\hm " Anschitz" (b

of KIEL is installed in the turret just in front the conmender's &
oupola (see Plate 10), It is provided with roof mounting
consisting of "silent bloc" type bushes. X
The following information was obta ‘ interrogation
Seligman who is writing & paper expla ~the working of \?&' vrious
€

Mmrary Atwacne, Londom 8 988 0 .



&

65\ instmen@ which he was commad..” A full report on the
@ Blockste 11 therefore be published later. The Blockstelle is
Q" still 6\ development stage and has not yet been tried out in action.

\ ‘gst is primarily an artillery :.nstruamt but can be used in AFVs \§
s intended for use in countries where maps are not available or Q
inadequate for artillery purposes. The Blockstelle is used to giv%‘.
& tial range and line to the pivot gun and to give cnrrections based @

on observation of fall of shot. @
(} * . The instrument is used for T.0.B. shoota, the distance 0B b@ :

<\ “ measured by the "OP" tank actually travelling from B to O and
(} distance QT by a rangefinder. The Ge Army requiremen \for an
; equipment able to deal with 0B dist p to 12,000 7 { any »
\Q) direction, ' (S
(c) Wireless Q . &\x
Yietens SN X ‘b
There is no descrip e wirecless ..g Q’ in the German
document. letographs e that one Mu Jpr 's £ and one med:.m
. wave receiver ( M W E carmed together With "intercomn" e
i one star aerial ( p 8 for the M W E one rod aerisl
(presumably for rech £). 5
' The Fu equi;ment consi a. sender and n@m for
Hff only and es a loud speakh{\ ; <;\
The | e appears to be$§& type of medium receiver.

Q a
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m Another view of the slrolens = _-ni‘_;:::-e‘ Lo Nota the
elactric extractor fan in the turret roef,.
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